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SUBJECT: ZAMBIAN REACTION TO ANGOLAN DEVELOPMENTS, INCLUDING 
USG POSITION 

REF: USIAC 27669 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 1. ZAMBIAN PRESS HAS GIVEN PREDICTABLY 
HEAVY COVERAGE TO ANGOLAN INDEPENDENCE, CONFLICTING CLAIMS TO 
SOVEREIGNTY OVER NEW STATE BY RIVAL MPLA AND FNL A/UNIT A GOVERN- 
MENTS, AND ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT'S OWN RECOGNITION OF ANGOLAN 
INDEPENDENCE BUT OF NEITHER CLAIMANT. IN ADDITION WIRE SERVICE 
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REPORTS, ZAMBIAN DAILIES HAVE CARRIED REPORTS FROM TIMES OF 
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ZAMBIA CORRESPONDENT MAKAYI IN LUANDA AND FROM LUSAKA-BASED 
REUTERS MAN, FRED BRIDGELAND, WHO CONFIRMED FROM LOBITO THAT 
PORT IS NOW FIRMLY HELD BY UNITA. COVERAGE IS PRIMARILY FACTUAL 
AND EVEN-HANDED IN REPORTING NEWS OF BOTH RIVAL ADMINISTRATIONS. 

2. SECRETARY'S STATEMENT THAT USG WITHHOLDING RECOGNITION FROM 
EITHER ANGOLAN GOVERNMENT GIVEN GOOD COVERAGE BY ZAMBIA DAILY 
MAIL, VIRTUALLY IGNORED BY TIMES OF ZAMBIA. COPIES OF SECRET- 
ARY'S NOV 10 PRESS CONFERENCE REMARKS ON ANGOLA WERE DISTRIBUTED 
SHORTLY AFTER RECEIPT TUESDAY AFTERNOON TO FONMIN BANDA AND TO 
PRESIDENTIAL FOREIGN AFFAIRS ADVISOR CHONA. COPIES WERE ALSO 
GIVEN TO PRESS ALONG WITH REDISTRIBUTION OF AF ACTING ASST 
SECRETARY MULCAHEY'S NOV 5 TESTIMONY ON ANGOLA BEFORE DIGGS 
SUBCOMMITTEE. 

3. DESPITE COINCIDENCE BETWEEN USG POSITION AND THAT OF GRZ, 

ZAMBIAN PRESS HAS CONTINUED "EVEN-HANDEDLY" TO BELABOR BOTH 
US AND SOVIET UNION FOR ALLEGED INTERFERENCE IN ANGOLA. DAILY 
MAIL EDITORIAL CITES VIETNAM, MIDEAST, AND NOW ANGOLA AS 
SITUATIONS WHERE SUPERPOWER COMPETITION HAS ENCOURAGED RIVALRIES 
AND DIVISIONS. "AS LONG AS THE RUSSIANS AND THE AMERICANS ARE 
INSENSITIVE TO AFRICAN CONDEMNATION OVER THEIRIN V OL VEMENT IN 
ANGOLA, THERE WILL BE NO SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM, "MAIL DECLARED. 
TIMES COMMENTED: "EVERY POWER, ESPECIALLY THE BIGGEST TWO, 

SHOULD BE ORDERED HANDS OFF ANGOLA. AND THERE IS NO REASON 

WHY ANY ONE OF THEM HESITATING SHOULD NOT BE BOOTED OUT OF EVERY 
PART OF THE (AFRICAN) CONTINENT ALTOGETHER." END UNCLASSIFIED. 

4. COMMENT: ZAMBIAN EDITORS ARE USUALLY JAUNDICED TOWARD US. 
HOWEVER, TENDENCY TO LUMP US AND USSR TOGETHER AS PART OF THE 
PROBLEM INANGOLA DOES REFLECT WHAT WE BELIEVE TO BE WIDELY HELD 
PRESUMPTION OF US COVERT AID TO FNLA THROUGH ZAIRE AMONG 
MANY ZAMBIANS AS WELL AS SOME OF OUR DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES. 
SHOULD ADD THAT DESPITE SOMEWHAT UNHELPFUL PRESS COMMENTS, 
SENIOR GRZ OFFICIALS ARE FULLY AWARE OF, AND 

GRATEFUL FOR, SECRETARY'S STATEMENT OF USG POSITION WHICH 
IS SUPPORTIVE OF THEIR OWN. MIGHT NOTE THAT DURING PAST 
TWO WEEKS FONMIN BANDA HAS STAYED IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH US ON 
ANGOLA, SEVERAL TIMES ASKING EMBASSY TO UPDATE HIS OWN INFORM- 
ATION ON POLITICAL-MILITARY SITUATION. MOST RECENT SUCH REQUEST 
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CAME JUST ONE HOUR BEFORE BANDA DUE GO BEFORE PRESS TO ANNOUNCE 
GRZ POSITION ON ANGOLA. 

WILKOWSKI 
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